AGENDA ITEM #4

Consideration of request by Indiana State Museum and Historic Sites for approval of
deaccession of items from its collection

The ISMHS, as an active collecting institution, is constantly improving its collection and it is
occasionally necessary to remove inappropriate items from the collection. Deaccessioning, the
process of permanently removing objects from the collections is how this is accomplished.
Objects under consideration must meet at least one of these stringent criteria: lack of provenance,
lack physical integrity, are duplicate, fails to meet collection criteria or are otherwise
inappropriate for the collection before the Collections Review Committee will approve. If the
deaccessioning is approved by the Board of Trustees and the Natural Resources Commission of
the State of Indiana items which are appropriate for the collections are first offered to other
institutions within Indiana; the remainder of materials is sold at public auction with the proceeds
being returned to the Artifact Acquisition Fund that is solely dedicated to build and improve the
museum’s collection.
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